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Spy plane flew over Cub:
TFriday, Washington'says.:
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Washington—The United States flew-a
high-altitude-supersonic SR-71 spy; plane-
. over. the: Havana area.Friday in: keeping

“with President Carters orders-to increases
surveillance of Soviet:troops in.Cuba; ad-#
ministration officials repérted yesterday. -

.- It was the first SR-7}-flight over Cuba ™,
since last November; when 2 single mis-"
sion collected datx ¢n fiewly-arrived MIG:,_

:23 jet fighters.-Othierwise, Mr; Carter bas-

‘stopped Cuban overflights since the begin-.:
ning of his presidency as a goodwill ga;:ﬂ

‘ture. s ivEaen A TR T e

;. Whether the spy plane missions will be_]
‘repeated, officials said, will depend n in-
telligence requirements:3™ " gl RO
“ The SR-71s capable of operating‘at al=
titudes of about 20 miles.and making pre=.
cise photographs of‘objects-on the ground.;
It is the mest sophisticated spy plane ini
the U.S. forces and its mission over Cuba™
Friday obviously was seen as ‘a-pecessary -
supplement to intelligence-gathering done
by earth satellites and by other types-of
aircraft operating off the Cuban coasts. > .
.~ Gificials-said. that ‘units-of the Sovet|
'brigadéin Cuba.were based south and
west of Havana, = IR

PARTANEE CE 5',_"?}“::.

# Disclostre ot ¥ the ;Friday flight ‘evi-
dently;was volunteered here because it
was suspected that Cuba’s President Fidel
Castro-would reveal it iz any ‘case: This
suggesfed thatithe United States had indi~
cations, that €uban radar. détected the
bigh-flying aifplane as it crossed over. "'~ -
“The Russian; -brigade was described’
Friday by, Adms Stansfield Turner, direc-
tor of Central Intelligence, as consisting of
three infantry battalions, a tank battalion
and all the pormal artillery, antiaircraft

and antitank guns'of such a formation..."

= In his speech to the pation Moaday

night; President Carter listed Soviet Yas-
surances”. about-the nom-threatening: na-’
- ture of the brigade; But'the President said’
the Unitéd States would not “rest on these
Soviet statements alone.” . o uE v
- He said-America. would “monitor” the: .

*.status: of the Soviet: forces by. increased |

surveillance of Cuba.” The country would.
als0 make sure that no Soviet unit in Cuba
ould threaten U.S. security or that of any
ther nation in the western hemisphere. . |
¢ Part of that insurance was to plan in-:
Treased manuevers in the Caribbean area':
and to establish a Caribbean Joint TasX |
¥Force, headquartered -at Key West; Fla7
- and responsible for planning and conduct- 4
ing exercises as well as meeting contin- -
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